
 

THE DECLARATION OF EUROPEAN MOBILITY 

 

The “Declaration of European Mobility” addresses matters of mobility, both 

challenges and possible improvements, based on the researches and the surveys the 

participants conducted in their countries and the conclusions drawn from the 

discussions that unfolded in the meeting of 20-22 of January. 

Starting with a summarization of the aspects of the phenomenon as they arise mainly 

from the views and knowledge of the citizens of various countries with regards to 

mobility, the participants tried to define and declare the measures they have deemed 

useful and necessary in order to enlighten the citizens of all countries on its positive 

effects. More importantly, however, the purpose of this Declaration is to constitute an 

independent voice towards all decision making bodies and to help in the creation of a 

European Mobility Culture among the EU citizens. 

 

The main challenges according to the researches and surveys conducted are: 

1. Mobility is abstractly perceived as a positive phenomenon, yet hardly becomes 

an “actual” option for each individual citizen 

2. The majority of citizens have never lived abroad, neither for educational 

purposes nor for employment 

3. The majority of citizens has considered living abroad, mainly due to 

unemployment 

4. In most countries there is significantly limited information on mobility or 

complete lack thereof and more specifically 

5. Language skills have proved to be a critically deterrent factor in many 

citizen’s decision of moving abroad 

6. The efforts of EU to promote opportunities in labour market through EURES, 

though important, do not suffice 

7. The majority of citizens stated their ignorance on relevant projects that 

promote mobility 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THEREFORE we declare  

That competent authorities and institutions in each country provide sufficient and 

multi-layered information on all kinds of Mobility, organizing relevant programs and 

promoting the existing ones.  

That more countries include and integrate scholarships and student exchange 

programs in their educational agenda for studying abroad. Promoting short-termed 

courses in Universities of foreign countries offers people the opportunity to 

experience, at a young age, life abroad without the hesitation of long-termed 

commitment and permanent change.  

That the competent authorities facilitate, as much as possible, the procedures for 

movement and the cooperation with each other’s authorities for the necessary 

documentation. Consequently, that they provide efficient options for the movement of 

the family members of the interested party. 

That the development of language skills should be encouraged from a young age in 

both formal and non-formal education. Furthermore, that free online and offline 

courses should be provided from the countries to the mobile persons in order to 

facilitate their smooth integration in society. 

That the concepts of intercultural dialogue and mobility should consist part of the 

education (even from its first levels) in every country in order to inspire acceptance 

into individuals from an early age and to eliminate any traces of hostility towards 

foreign nationals. 

That the competent authorities set up integration centers that will assist the mobile 

persons in their adjustment in the society. 

That EURES’s website is modified in a fashion that facilitates navigation and 

understanding of the program’s various parts. Furthermore, that the portal itself is no 

longer limited to EU countries and that its application is also extended to countries in 

the process or in consideration of entering EU. 

That a web portal is created, with separate sections for each EU country, containing 

complete information from the countries themselves on the measures taken and the 

services operating in each country with regards to all matters related to Mobility. 

Thus, anyone would have access to all data needed in order to assess in an efficient 

and even comparative manner their options without having to go through complicated 

and time-consuming research. 

That civil society organizations would demand the change of policies into more 

citizen-oriented ones as well as the promotion of the exchange and sharing of best 

practices on the issues of mobility. 



 

That us European citizens, as individuals, seek to broaden our knowledge on the 

matters of mobility, keep an open mind for the options offered to us outside the 

borders of our country and encourage others to do the same, by sharing information 

we have acquired and our experiences both in person and online. 
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